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Introduction 
Provisions of the Animal Protection 

Act (Official Gazette No. 102/2017) 

offer tools for local self-government 

units (LSGUs) to deal more 

effectively with the challenges of 

caring for abandoned animals, as 

well as fighting human 

irresponsibility. By incorporating 
legal provisions in general acts, 

cities and municipalities 

themselves are able to adequately 

deal with the cause of pet 

abandonment, and to reduce the 

financial cost of their care. 

The primary purpose of the present 

educational brochure is to identify 

uncontrolled reproduction of owned 

cats and dogs as the root cause, 

which, along with the lack of dog 

microchipping, most contribute to the 
increasing numbers of abandoned 

pets. In addition, the aim of this 

brochure is to present mechanisms 

that help prevent and resolve these 

issues, primarily by neutering owned 

cats and dogs, as well as feral cats. 

 
In our work, we actively encourage 

local communities to act and provide 
them with assistance by informing 

them on measures that may help 
reduce citizens' irresponsible 

behaviour towards pets. This 
brochure clearly and coherently 
lists practices which allow cities 

and municipalities to adopt 

regulations within their jurisdiction 

based on the Act, as well as 

through education, with a view to 

preventing animal abandonment 

and reducing animal care costs. 

By placing emphasis on effective 

preventative measures, we believe 

the advice offered in this brochure 

is useful and stimulating for cities 

and municipalities, while helpful both 

to humans and abandoned animals.

 
 

 
Neutering male and female 

cats and dogs is the best 

way to prevent the 

breeding of unwanted 

kittens and puppies, while 

being beneficial to animals, 

their owners and the entire 

community. 
 

How to reduce 
the population of 
abandoned cats 
and dogs: 

O by prescribing legal tools for 

“permanent sterilisation as a 

compulsory manner of 

reproduction control” of owned 
cats and dogs in a general act, 

including the registration of 

exemptions 

O by subsidising and stimulating 
citizens to neuter their cats and dogs 

O by organising regular inspections 

of compulsory dog microchips 

through household visits 

O by educating the public. 

 
The instrument of ”permanent 

sterilisation“ (including the 

registration of exemptions), as well 
as financing and fostering neutering 

stipulated by the Animal Protection 

Act, are necessary in order to solve the 

problem of uncontrolled reproduction 

and the influx of new, unwanted, 

and, subsequently, abandoned 

animals. Experiences from around 
the world show that there is no 

other better alternative solution.
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What is 
neutering? 
Neutering is a surgical procedure of 

removing testicles in male animals, or 

ovaries in female animals (often 

including the uterus). This prevents the 

production of sex hormones and, 

subsequently, hinders animals' sexual 

instincts and “going into heat”. 

 
Veterinarians recommend neutering 

animals before their first heat. Neutering 
does not affect animals' mood or their 

weight which is exclusively dependent 

on the amount of food the animal 

consumes. 

 
 
 

 

 

Clarification 

The Animal Protection Act uses 
the term “permanent 
sterilisation” for procedures 
which permanently prevent cats 
and dogs from having offspring. 
Article 62, Paragraph 6 of the 
Act states: “Local self-
government units may prescribe 
permanent sterilisation as a 
compulsory manner of 
reproduction control.” In 
Croatia, the practice of 
permanent sterilisation is 
neutering, i.e., the surgical 
removal of sexual organs in 
cats and dogs. 

 

Therefore, for the 

sake of simplicity and 

clarity, we shall be 

using the term 

“neutering“ 

throughout the 

brochure,  even when 

discussing the legal 

requirement of 

“permanent 

sterilisation”. 

Note: When adopting an 
Ordinance on the Conditions 
and Manner of Keeping Pet 
Animals, please make sure 
you use the exact term 
“permanent sterilisation“ as 
denoted by the Animal 
Protection Act!
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Why is 
neutering 
important? 
Cats and dogs are highly reproductive 

species whose number can increase 

tenfold over a period of just a few 

years. Dogs can have up to two litters per 

year with the average of six puppies per 

litter, whereas cats can have up to three 
litters a year with the average of three 

to four puppies per litter. It is impossible 

to quickly and easily find adequate 

homes for all of these animals. 

In Croatia, there has been no incidence 

of stray dog population (dogs that live 

on the streets for generations) and all 
abandoned animals come either from 

abandoned adult animals or their 

offspring which the owners callously 

discard. Thus, all abandoned animals in 

Croatia used to be owned by someone; 

however, due to the irresponsibility and 

neglect of their owners, they were first 

allowed to reproduce uncontrollably, 

and then they and/or their offspring 

were abandoned. 

 
 
 

Only one female cat and 

her offspring can produce 

420,000 kittens over a 

period of 7 years. 

Only one female dog and 
her offspring can produce 

67,000 puppies over a 

period of 7 years. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
After pet owners discard unneutered 

animals, the abandoned creatures live 

on the streets and continue to 
reproduce while exposed to numerous 

dangers, sometimes even causing car 

accidents, albeit unwittingly. The 

“luckier“ ones, that do not die of 

starvation, thirst, wounds, infectious 

diseases or abuse, end up in shelters. 

Cats are most often run over by cars 

while kittens die of diseases. With a 

Herculean effort, animal protection 

groups manage to save only a small 

portion of them.  

 
Most frequently, shelters rehome very 
young animals, often entire litters. 

However, a significant number of animals 
that are harder to rehome (black, 

disabled, larger species, etc.) remain in 
shelters for years. Local self-

government units pay a huge cost for 

human irresponsibility and neglect! 
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Reasons for 
neutering 

O A neutered animal is less likely to 

end on the streets where it will face 

suffering, disease and death. 

O Neutering helps prevent the 

breeding of unwanted litters and 

the problem of rehoming. 

O Neutering helps prevent animals' 

psychological suffering, aggression 

towards other animals and roaming 

away from home for mating. 

O Neutering helps prevent growth of 

uterine and ovarian tumours, pyometra 

(pus-producing infection of the uterus), 

false pregnancies, testicular tumours, 

mammary gland tumours, while 

reducing the risk of benign prostatic 

hyperplasia, prostate infections and 

perianal fistula occurrence. Neutered 

animals live longer. 

O Neutering is a necessary practice 

in helping animals. Nowadays, it is a 

routine procedure followed by a quick 

recovery of the animal that soon 

functions completely independently. 

O Neutering is a long-term, 

permanent solution that is 
considerably cheaper than the 

significant cost of caring for the 

offspring. 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Pet reproduction 
control – owners' legal  
obligations 

 

Since pet animals have been removed 

from their natural habitat, we, humans, 

must assume the responsibility for 

their well-being and reproduction. The 
Animal Protection Act prescribes pet 

owners' legal obligation to compulsory 

reproduction control, although it does 

not specify the exact method of its 
implementation. 

 
This means that each owner is obliged 

to care for their pet's offspring, i.e. 

ensure that no unwanted litters are 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

The Animal Protection 
Act stipulates that  “If 
owners of pet animals do 

not provide care for the 
offspring of their pet 
animal, the veterinary 

inspector, upon 
determining the 

abandonment of the 
offspring of their pet 
animal, may impose a 

measure of permanent 
sterilisation of the pet 
animal, at the expense of 

the owner”. 

bred by their pet if they are to observe the 

law and avoid financial cost and penalties. 

Neutering is the only efficient, quantifiable 

and long-term cost-effective method of pet 

animal reproduction control. 

 
By rehoming and neutering pet 

animals instead of buying them, 
responsible owners directly save the 

lives of animals otherwise 

condemned to roaming, living in 

shelters or suffering a violent death, 

while, at the same time, they help 

their local community. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Community wardens may and should 
report such cases to the veterinary 
inspector. 

In practice, this legal provision is 
not implemented either frequently 
or consistently enough, which is the 
reason local self-government units 
(LSGUs) must make use of the 
available legal tool enabling them 
to prescribe compulsory neutering 
in their own authority, as many 
LSGUs have already done. 
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Pet reproduction 
control – LSGUs legal 
obligations 

 

The Animal Protection Act (Article 

62, Paragraph 6) allows local self-
government units to prescribe 
permanent neutering (the term 

“permanent sterilisation“ must 

be used) of owned cats and 

dogs as a compulsory manner 

of reproduction control by 

adopting an Ordinance on the 

Conditions and Manner of 

Keeping Pet Animals, 

with a requirement that exemptions be 

registered with the competent LSGU 

body. Cat and dog breeders, licensed 

by the competent authority (of the 

Ministry of Agriculture) are exempt 

from this requirement by provisions 
stated in the Animal Protection Act. 

 
 
 
 

 

Registering 
owners of pet 
animals exempt 
from neutering 

Legal provisions on neutering pet 
animals allow exemption from this 
stipulation for cat or dog owners whose 
pets suffer from disease, old age, etc., 
however, this must be registered with 
the competent local government 
authority either online or by other 
means. 

 

For example, the City of Zagreb website 
has a separate webpage for the 
“Registration of owners of unneutered cats 
or dogs”: 

www.zagreb.hr/upis-u- 

evidencijuvlasnika-pasa-i- 

macaka/138637. 

There, citizens themselves register the 
unneutered pet animals in their care 
and assume the responsibility of 
implementing another method of 
reproduction control. In case they 
abandon unwanted offspring, they face 
legal penalties.
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This provision of the Animal Protection 
Act does not refer to abandoned 

animals that are subject to 

compulsory neutering according to 

the Act, but only to pet animals, i.e. 

owned cats and dogs. 

 
In accordance with the explicit legal 

provision, all animal shelters must 

ensure the neutering of abandoned 

cats and dogs. Puppies and kittens 

are sheltered only on the condition 

that neutering is carried out as soon 

as possible. 

Cities and municipalities may 

prescribe the neutering of other pet 

animals, i.e. those with a known 
owner. Many local communities have 

already made use of this very practical 

legal tool, and over 

250 cities and municipalities, 

including the City of Zagreb, have 

prescribed compulsory neutering, 

including the registration of 

exemptions. 

Thus, they helped both animals and 

their budget as they started working 

on solving the root problem 

considering that unwanted animals 

come from owned, but unneutered, 

cats and dogs. 

 
Local self-government units may 

adopt an ordinance on compulsory 

neutering independently of the 

coordination working groups or any 

other county-level authorities. 

 
 
 
 
 

Do not wait for 
the number of 
abandoned 
animals to grow 

The Animal Protection Act states 
that “if a larger number of 
abandoned dogs is ascertained 
within the territory of the local 
(regional) self-government unit, 
the manner and financing of the 
control of reproduction of 
abandoned dogs in that area shall 

be prescribed by the minister in an order.“ 
 
This legal tool has been envisaged 
for those parts of Croatia that face 
major problems with abandoned cats 
and dogs, such as Roma settlements 
in Međimurje County and other 
areas. 

For such LSGUs, it is crucial not to 
wait for the number of abandoned 
animals in the area to multiply by 
hundreds or thousands, but to 
prevent graver problems by 
imposing mandatory neutering and 
(co)financing it, which will reflect 
positively on its budget and the 
community as a whole. 
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Neutering 
+ and dog 
microchip 
inspections = best 
results 

 

In addition to the prescribed 
neutering, including the registration of 
exemptions, inspections of 

compulsory dog microchips, 

although a demanding task, have 

proven to be an effective method 

of reduction in dog abandonment. 

They are essential as they are a 

precondition for the implementation 
of the Animal Protection Act and the 

Ordinance on the Conditions and 

Manner of Keeping Pet Animals. 

 
Once microchip inspections are 

carried out and all dogs are 

microchipped (by injectable 

transponder), as well as registered 
with the Ministry of Agriculture,  

it will be easy to track the owners of 

lost or abandoned dogs. Dog 

microchip inspections directly 

facilitate the reproduction control of 
dogs. Namely, it is very often the 

case that non-microchipped dogs 

are also unneutered. Since they are 

not microchipped, these dogs and 

their offspring become the legal 

responsibility of local communities. 

 
As a result of regular dog 

microchip inspections, there will 

be fewer abandoned dogs and, 

consequently, less of a burden on 

city budgets! 

 
 
 

 

What ARE dog 
microchip 
inspections? 

It is community wardens who carry 
out dog microchip inspections 
through home visits in order to 
establish if all dogs have been 
microchipped. They possess some 
legal authority and may request for 
a household to be supervised by 
veterinary inspection, or call for 
police intervention.  

14 

For home visits and inspections of 
compulsory dog microchips, local 
communities may engage other 
physical or legal persons who do not 
have legal authority but may be of 
assistance, such as students, animal 
protection group members, pest 
control services, veterinarians, etc. 

In sum, it is considered that the 
inspection of compulsory dog 
microchips has been completed 
if all households have been 
visited and all dogs have been 
checked. 

It is a legal obligation of all local 

communities to  implement the 

inspection visits.



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

+ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What IS NOT a dog 
microchip 
inspection? 

Purchasing a microchip reader, 
gaining access to the Lycasan 
database of microchipped and 
vaccinated dogs are only the 
preconditions for the 
implementation of dog microchip 
inspections. Similarly, sporadic 
checks in public places are not 
deemed to constitute a microchip 
inspection. 
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Feral cat neutering 
programme within 
the “Trap- Neuter-
Return” project 

 

According to the Animal Protection 

Act, local self-government units are 

also obliged to provide care for 
abandoned cats and finance animal 

protection shelters that must ensure 

the neutering of found cats. In order 

to prevent their abandonment, it is a 

good idea to incentivise cat owners 

to microchip them, even though, 

legally, this is not compulsory, 

merely a strong recommendation. 

 
Along with cats living with humans, there 
are also feral cats who have no owners 

because they have been abandoned or 
they are offspring of abandoned cats. 
Their care, primarily their 

reproduction control, falls under the 

responsibility of local communities. 

Many countries routinely implement 

the “Trap-Neuter-Return“ 

programme as a humane approach 

to helping abandoned cats, and the 

most effective method of 

reproduction control of feral cats. 

 
The Croatian Book of Rules on 
Compliance with Requirements for 
Animal Shelters prescribes that found 

feral cats must be neutered, marked 

by an incision on the left ear, and 

registered (the dates and places of their 

trapping and return). 

In practice, feral cats are caught in 

cage traps and taken for neutering, or 

citizens themselves may take them to 
the veterinarian for an agreed 

appointment, with the cost being 

covered by the local community. After 

the neutering procedure and the 

recovery period during which they are 

prevented from contacting other 

animals, feral cats are returned to the 

habitat where they were trapped. This 

is particularly important as cats are 

territorial animals and they cannot be 

relocated, so we should help them by 

returning them to familiar surroundings 

following their neutering. 

More than 100 local self-government 

units implement the “Trap-Neuter-

Return“ project in their areas, thus 

preventing further uncontrolled 

reproduction of cats several times a 

year, transmission of infectious 

diseases and their suffering on the 

streets. In addition to that, by reducing 

the number of cats on the streets, we will 

help reduce the number of car accidents 
and damage compensation pay-outs. 

In addition to work on neutering 

programmes for feral cats, cities 

and municipalities should provide 

feeding stations for them, in 

cooperation with animal protection 
associations and the public, as is 

common practice in many European 

cities. 
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Eartipping feral 
cats 

The Book of Rules on 
Compliance with 

Requirements for 
Animal Protection 
Shelters prescribes 

compulsory marking 
of neutered feral cats 
by incising a small 

triangle on the outer 
side of their ear. 

The precise method of incision 
is not prescribed, however, the 
veterinarians recommend 
incising a small triangle on the 
outer side of the ear as the 
most practical and least 
invasive method.  

Marking is crucial for easy 
recognition of already 
neutered feral cats and the 
trapping  of those which are 
yet to be neutered. 
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(Co)financing 
neutering 

 

Each neutered animal represents a 

cost saving for a local self-

government unit. This has been 

recognised by cities and 

municipalities that (co)finance the 

neutering of owned cats and dogs. 

Co-financing is used to incentivise 

citizens to neuter their cats and 

dogs. Many cities and municipalities 

have opted for covering the full cost 
of neutering for certain population 

groups, such as retired persons or 

persons on low income. 

There are several different models of 

(co)financing the neutering of owned 

cats and dogs, but their aim is the 
same. It is considerably cheaper to 

pay for neutering than to provide 

care for unwanted offspring! Co-

financing neutering does not need to 

be prescribed by means of a general 
act; a relevant ordinance may be 

adopted by any city or municipality. 

Hence, cities and municipalities may 

(co)finance the cost of neutering 

regardless of whether it has been 

prescribed by the Ordinance on the 
Conditions and Manner of Keeping Pet 

Animals. 

 
The financing of abandoned animal 

neutering in shelters is legally 

prescribed as the obligation of local 

communities and it is not related to the 

(co)financing neutering of owned cats 

and dogs. Cities and municipalities 

readily (co)finance the neutering of cats 

and dogs owned by known owners in 

order to prevent their uncontrolled 

reproduction and the consequent cost 

of their care. 

 
(Co)financing can be organised in 

cooperation with veterinarians, animal 

protection associations, using 
vouchers, or for specific population 
groups, etc. It is crucial to develop a 

programme and invest funds in this 

very important and effective 

preventative measure. 

 

Examples of cities 
(co)financing  
neutering 

 

Different examples of Croatian cities 

show different methods of (co)financing 

neutering costs of owned cats and 

dogs. In the process, cat or dog owners 

pay approximately half of the neutering 

cost. Average prices of neutering are 

between 100 and 200 kuna for a male 
cat; 150 to 300 kuna for a female cat; 

200 to 400 
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kuna for a male dog and 300 to 500 

kuna for a female dog (the price can 

be higher for larger dogs considering 

their greater weight). 

 
Significant investment in neutering 

programmes also concedes better 

results in the long run, which leads to a 
considerable reduction in abandoned 

animals. 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SAMOBOR 

In 2021, the City of Samobor allocated 

100,000 kuna for the (co)financing of 

cat and dog neutering and 

microchipping. 

Unemployed, disabled, retired persons 

or Croatian war veterans were able to 

mark their dogs by microchipping or 
have their cats and dogs neutered for 

free. These pet owners could claim pet 

surgery financing for one animal a year. 

Other pet owners could apply for the 

co-financing of 50% of the total cost. 

 

KUTINA 

The City of Kutina co-finances cat and 

dog neutering costs while 

emphasising that this is the safest 

way for owners to prevent unwanted 

mating of their pets, and thus avoid 

unplanned and unwanted offspring 

that would otherwise require care. 

In 2021 the City of Kutina co-

financed cat and dog neutering for 

owners resident within the Kutina 

area, up to maximum three cats and 

three dogs per owner. The city 
covered a certain portion of the cost, 

depending on the gender and the 
breed of the animal, whereas the 

owner paid for the remainder of the 
total cost. 

 

VRBOVEC 

The City of Vrbovec co-financed 50% 

of the total cost of cat neutering. All 

cat owners resident in the City of Vrbovec  

were entitled to claim this service.   

 

Further examples 
of (co)financing 
neutering: 

ERNESTINOVO – free dog 

neutering 

ČEPIN – free cat and dog neutering  

GOSPIĆ – co-financing cat and 

dog neutering 

KNIN – co-financing cat and 

dog neutering  

LEPOGLAVA – co-financing 50% of the total 
amount spent on microchipped cat and dog 
neutering (55,000 kuna allocated) 

 

OTOČAC – co-financing the first 

dog vaccination, dog 

microchipping and cat and dog 

neutering  

POPOVAČA – co-financing 

cat and dog neutering  

POŽEGA – co-financing cat and 

dog neutering and dog 

microchipping  

RAB – co-financing 50% of the cat 

and dog neutering cost  

SLUNJ – co-financing cat and dog 

neutering  

VARAŽDIN – Up to 50,000 kn 

secured for financing cat 

neutering.  
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Cooperation with 
animal protection 
associations on 
financing neutering 

 

Animal protection associations 

lend local communities important 

assistance through promoting 

neutering, education on the 

importance of responsible 

treatment of pet animals, and care 

for abandoned dogs and, in 

particular, cats that cannot be 
sheltered. Therefore, it is 

necessary for cities and 

municipalities to perceive the 

associations as partners in 

problem-solving and to 

communicate with them 

regularly for insight on the 

situation in the field. Moreover, it 

is important to jointly co-ordinate 

the cost cover of cat and dog 
neutering as it helps prevent 

greater expenses for local 

communities. Neutering not only 

helps prevent further pet animal 

reproduction, but it also facilitates 

their rehoming. Among other, the 

financing can be arranged through 

veterinarians already carrying out 

neutering for the associations.   

Unlike animal protection associations, 

LSGUs are legally obliged to observe 
the Animal Protection Act. 

Nonetheless, the associations carry 

out very important work, and often 

come to the aid of both animals and 
local communities faced with large 

numbers of abandoned animals. For 

example, the Čakovec-based 

association in charge of the Friends 
animal shelter has shouldered the 

largest portion of the very demanding 

neutering project organisation for dogs 
in Roma settlements in Međimurje 

County, as well as rehomed or 

sheltered a significant proportion of 

them. 

The Association accomplished it with 

the support of the Ministry of 

Agriculture and the county authorities, 

specialist services, veterinarian 

organisations, as well as the financial 

and logistic support of the local self-

government units. 

 
A very good example of the importance 

of involvement of animal protection 
associations is the free neutering of up 

to 2,000 cats and dogs in areas 

affected by the earthquake over a 

period of 6 months, through funds 

raised by the associations that also 

organised the neutering. Local 

population's interest in neutering 

remains high, however, funds that 

ought to be provided by LSGUs are 

needed to prevent the entire financial 

and organisational burden befalling 
upon animal protection associations. It 

is evident that it is paramount to 

invest into financing neutering as it 

makes a very effective preventative 

measure. 

Since 2011, in cooperation with 
interested veterinarians in Zagreb and a 

few other Croatian cities, as well as the 

Shelter for Abandoned Animals of the 

City of Zagreb in Dumovec, Animal 

Friends Croatia have organised a 

project for neutering cats and dogs for 

free or at reduced rates. 

Questions on or applications for 

neutering can be sent through the 
application form at www.prijatelji- 

zivotinja.hr. Animal Friends Croatia 

also lend citizens cat trapping and 
transport equipment in order to assist 

them with the animal transfer to the 

neutering location. 
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In addition, Animal Friends Croatia 

co-ordinate the work of the Animal 

Protection Network that gathers 

over 50 animal protection 

associations from around Croatia. 

The associations carry out important 
and committed work by providing care 

for abandoned animals which they 

neuter before rehoming them. 

 
Over and above that, they actively 

promote neutering in order to reduce 

the number of unwanted and 

abandoned animals that people 

poison, drown, strangle, abuse, and 

kill in atrocious ways. Therefore, the 

cooperation between local self-

government units and animal protection 

associations is crucial for the protection 

of animals and the financing of 

neutering costs for animals sheltered 

by the associations. 

Between January 1 
and November 30, 

2021, more than 
500 animals 

were neutered 
through the 
online 

application 
system on the 
Animal Friends 

Croatia website!
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Education on 
the 
importance of 
neutering 

Article 69 of the Animal Protection Act 

obliges local self-government units to 
raise public awareness on animal 
protection, especially among youth. It is 
not the fault of cats and dogs for being 
abandoned but of irresponsible citizens 
who abandon them! Therefore, 
education, albeit the most prolonged of 
methods, does offer effective results! 

Aiming to educate on the importance of 
neutering, local self-government units 
may: 

O regularly print and distribute 
to households leaflets on dog 
owners' legal responsibilities 
and the benefits of neutering, as 
well as place billboards and 
other posters with notices and 
information on the necessity of 
cat and dog neutering 

O in local media, inform on the 
obligation of dog microchipping 
(marking dogs by injectable 
transponders) and the obligation of 
pet animal reproduction control 
(ads, sponsored shows, etc.) 

O encourage the presence of 
local or county animal shelters 
and sheltered dogs at public 
educational events (including 
those organised by animal 
protection associations), 
important anniversaries for 
local communities, 
ceremonies, etc.     in order to 
increase their visibility and raise 
awareness on the problem of 
dog abandonment - with 
emphasis on cat and dog 
reproduction control through 
neutering as the most effective 
preventative measure. 
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Sheltering abandoned 
and lost animals is a 
communal activity, 
falling within the 
authority of local self-
government units. 

In the 
Animal 
Protection 

Act, the 
lawmaker 
has provided 

local 
communities 
with an 

excellent 
tool – the 

ability to 
prescribe 
compulsory 

neutering, 
including the 
registration 

of 
exemptions. 

In addition to this, 
cities and 
municipalities may 
(co)finance the 
neutering of 
owned cats and 
dogs. Use these 
tools in order to 
eliminate the root 
cause – human 
irresponsibility 
and breeding 
unwanted animals, 
which incur 
significant costs 
for you. 

 

How to reduce 
the number of 
abandoned 
animals and the 
cost of their   
care?
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If you have not already, adopt an Ordinance on the 

Conditions and Manner of Keeping Pet Animals, in 

accordance with the Animal Protection Act, and prescribe 

compulsory neutering (using the term “permanent 
sterilisation“) of cats and dogs in your area, including the 

registration of exemptions with the relevant authorities. 

(Co)finance owned cat and dog neutering. 

Organise feral cat neutering and feeding stations for cats. 

Gain access to the Lysacan database – a registry of pet 

animals held by the Ministry of Agriculture; purchase a 
sufficient number of microchip readers and organise 

regular and continued dog microchip inspections by 

making household visits.  

Actively advertise and rehome neutered dogs that you are 
sheltering in your area. Encourage rehoming instead of buying 

animals. Every rehomed dog represents a cost cut for the local 

self-government unit. Every dog purchase means less of a 

chance for another dog to leave a shelter. 

 
Check if all pet animal breeders in your area have been 

registered and if they are operating in accordance with the legal 

requirements. 

 
Request shelters to take regular stock of sheltered dogs  

and check if all of them and their information are registered 
with the Common Information Centre (microchip, neutering). 

 
Educate the public by (annually) distributing leaflets on dog 

owners' legal obligations and the benefits of neutering (flyers 
can be sent along with public utility bills). 

Set up ongoing cooperation with animal protection 

associations and local media to advertise abandoned 

neutered animals which you are sheltering at your own cost. 

Arrange feeding stations for feral cats and their neutering in 
cooperation with the associations. 

Present problems relating to abandoned animals in meetings 

of the Coordination Working Group for Animal Protection; 

arrange (co)financing neutering at the county level. 

 
Allocate funds for cat and dog neutering. Make sure you 

have a clear aim – to increase the number of neutered 
animals and to invest in preventative measures in order to 

make savings. 
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Contact us for 
more information  

 

We have prepared for you flyers 

on pet owners' legal obligations 

and benefits of neutering, which 

we readily share with local self-

government units. Many have 

already made use of them by 

enclosing them with public utility 
bills. 

We are also available for 

arranging short presentations 

and participation in 

coordination working groups, 

as well as meetings with city 

mayors and commissioners. 

 We are at your disposal for 

participation in meetings, including 

video conferences and phone calls. 

 
 
 
 

At www.prijatelji-zivotinja/zakon2017  you can 

find: 
 

O free samples of flyers, billboards 

and other material 

O a brochure on the 
implementation of the Animal 
Protection Act, intended for local 
communities  

O presentation for local communities 
on the implementation of legal 
provisions 

O sample of abandoned dog 
control programme 

O sample Ordinance on the 
Conditions and Manner of 
Keeping Pet Animals 

O advice on financial savings relating to 
abandoned dog care 

O legal opinions on the 
prescription of compulsory 
neutering 

O presentation of the Book of Rules on 
Compliance with Requirements for 
Animal Shelters and advice relating to 
shelter registration 

O case studies of cities and municipalities 
that have successfully reduced the 
number of abandoned animals by 
following our advice and by observing 
the Animal Protection Act. 

 

We will also answer your questions and send you materials by e-mail. Feel free to contact us at: 
pz@prijatelji-zivotinja.hr. 
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